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IN THE CLAIMS 
The status of claims in this application is as follows: 

1. (Currently amended) An image search apparatus , which search e s imago data according 
to keywords stored in relation to said imag e data, said imag e search apparatus comprising: 

input m e ans for inputting a s e arch query; 

storage means for storing a keyword table in a memory, wherein the keyword 
table includes a keyword that corres ponds to a plurality of images, and a plurality of levels 
of importa nce of the keyword with respect to said plurality of images: 

search means for searching said plurality of image data images according to the 
an input search query related to the keyword inputted by aaid input m ^ nnr nnH tl™ 
k e ywore t o stored in r e lation to said imag e data ; 

acquiring means for acquiring said plurality of levels of importance of the 
keywords keyword , th e importORCO being stored in r e lation to the* kaywnrrfr . ntnmH 
r e lation to said image data based on the images searched by said search means; and 

output means for outputting the said plurality of imag e data images searched by 
said search means in an order according to said plurality of levels of[ importance of the 
k e ywords keyword acquired by said acquiring means. 

2. (Currently amended) An image search apparatus according to claim 1 9 wherein said 
output means outputs the said plurality of imago data images according to a standard level 
Sf importance of a default when said plurality of level s of importance is are not stored in 
relation to the ke ywords keyword . 

3. (Currently amended) An image search apparatus according to claim 1 , which searches 
fcnag e data according to k e yword s stored in r e lation to said imag e data, said imago search 
apparatus comprising: 

storag e m e ans storing th e k e ywords stored in r e lation to said imag e data^ 
synonyms of said keywords, arxtetooordance between said k e ywords and said synonymy 
i nput means for inputting a search query; 

search m e ans for searching said imag e data according to th e search qu e ry inputted 
by paid input means, th e keywords stor e d in relation to said image data, and the synonyms 
stored by * sotid storage moans; 

f i rst acquiring mcoas for acquiring importance of th e keywords, th e importance 
b e ing stored in relation to the k e ywords stored in relation to said image data searched by 
said search means, 
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wherein s e cond said acquiring means for acquiring acquires aa»4 a level of 
accordance between at least one synonym of said keyword and said input search query 
wh e n jaid search means has searched cinid imago data according to said synonymy and 

said output means for outputtin g outputs the said plurality of image dntn images 
searched by said search means in an order according to said plurality of levels of 
importance of the k e yword s keyword acquired by said fe* acquiring means and said level 
of accordance acquired by sai d s e cond acquiring means. 

4-5. (Cancelled) 

6, (Currently amended) An image search apparatus according to any of claims claim 1 
th rough 3 , wherein said image search apparatus is provided in a server of an information 
retrieval system on the Internet, Sfti4 an input means receiving a search query inputted 
from a WWW browser of a client of said information retrieval system on the Internet, said 
output means outputting the said plurality of image data images searched by said search 
means in a predetermined format, which includes HTML and XML, to said client in said 
order. 

7. (Currently amended) An image search method applied to an image search apparatus^ 
which s e arc hes imag e data according to keywords stored in relation to said i m ag e data, 
said imago - s e arch m e thod comprising: 

an input gtep of inputting a search query; 

a storage c ontrolling step of storing a keyword table in a memory, wherein the 
keyword t able includes a keyword that corresponds to a plurality of images, and a plurality 
of levels of importan ce of the keyword with respect to said plurality of images: 

a searching step of searching said plurality of imag e date images according to 4he 
an input search query related to the kevword_ inputtod by nnid input ntnp'nnH k e yword* 
stored in r e lation to said imag e data ; 

an acquiring step of acquiring said plurality of levels of importance of the 
keywords keywor d - th e importance baing rtnr e ri in rolntinn tn th* L^ mim-dr ' m 
r e lation to oaid image data based on the images searched by said searching step; and 

an output step of outputting the said plurality of imago data images searched by 
said searching step in an order according to $aid plurality of levels of importance of the 
k e ywords keyword acquired by said acquiring step. 
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8. (Currently amended) An image search method according to claim 7, wherein &e said 
rMurality of image data images are output according to a standard leveLof importance of a 
default when said plurality of levels of importance 4s are not stored in relation to the 
keywordo keyword , 

9. (Currently amended) An image search method according to claim 7. applied to an 
i mag e search apparatus, whioh - soarehos image data according to keywords stored - 4 a 
Elation to said image data, said imago search method comprising: 

a storage controlling s t ep of storing, in storag e- m e ans, the keywords stor e d in 
r e lation to sa i d imag e data, synonyms of said keywords, and accordance betw ee n said 
keywords and said syno^Tnp; 

an input st e p of inputting a search qu e ry; 

a se arching stop of searching said imago data according to the s e arch qu e ry 
t flputl e d by oaid input st e p, th e keywor d s - stored in r e lation to oaid image data, and t h e 
s ynonyms s to red by said storage controlling stop; 

a first acquiring stop of acquiring importance of th e keywords, the importanc e 
b e ing stored in relation to th e keywords stored in relation to said imag e data searched by 
said searching st ep? 

wherein a second acquiring stop of acquiring said a level of accordance between 
at. least one synonym of said keyword and said input search query is acquired when said 
image data have boon s e arched- fl eeording to said synonyms by said s earching stop: and 

an output step of outputtma the said plurality of image data images are output, 
said plural ity of images searched by said searching step in an order according to said 
plurality of levels of importance of the k e ywords keyword acquired by said £fst acquiring 
step and said levdof accordance acquired by said s econ d acquiring step. 

10-11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Currently amended) An image search method according to fift y - of claims claim 7 
through 0, wherein said an input step comprises receiving a search query inputted from a 
WWW browser of a client of an information retrieval system on the Internet, said output 
step outputting the said plurality of ima^ e data images searched by said searching step in a 
predetermined format, which includes HTML and XML, to said client in said order. 
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13. (Currently amended) A storage medium that can be read by a computer and stores a 
program for executing an image search applied to an image search apparatusrwhieh 
search e s imagQ data according to 4 t e ywords stored ir>*etotion to grid imago data, said 
storage medium comprising instructions for: 

inputting a s e arch qu e ry; 

storing a keyword table in a memory, wherein the keyword table 
includes a keyword that corresponds to a plurality of images, and a plurality of levels of 
importance of the keyword with respect to said plurality of images: 

searching said plurality of imag e data images according to the an input search 
query related to the keyword inputt e d by said input instruction raid tho . knywnrHn rtnmH m 
r e lation to aaid image data ; 

acquiring said plurality of levels of importance of the k e ywords keyword r4he 
importan c e being stored in relation to the k e ywords stored in r e lation to said imago data 
based on the images searched by said searching instruction; and 

outputting the said plurality of image date images searched by said searching 
instruction in an order according to said plurality of levels of importance of the k e ywords 
keyword acquired by said acquiring instruction. 

14. (Currently amended) A storage medium according to claim 13, wherein the said 
plurality of image data images are output according to a standard level of importance of a 
default when said plurality of levels of importance is are not stored in relation to the 
k e ywords keyword . 

15. (Currently amended) A storage medium t hat can b e r e ad by a - comput e r and stores a 
program for executing an image ooarch appli e d to an imago search apparatus according to 
claim 13 . which se arches imag e data according to keywords stored in relation to said 
image data, said storage medium comprising instructions for: 

storing tho keywords stored in relation to said imag e data, synonyms of said 
k e ywords, and accordanc e be t ween said keywords and said synonyittS y 
inputting a search query; 

s e arching said image data according to tho search qu e ry inputt e d by said input 
instruction., the keywords stored in relation to cmid imago data, and t h o g ynonjTng o tored by 
said storing instructi o n; 

- acquiring importance of the keywords, the importance b e ing stored in r e lation 
th e k e ywords stored in - r - ototion to said imng en data se arched by said s e arching instruction; 
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wherein acquiring said a level of accordance between at least one synonym of said 
keyword and said in p ut search query is acquired wh e n said image data hfive Wn rnntnhod 
according to said synonyms by said s e arching instruction; and 

outputtin g t ho said plurality of image data images are output, said plurality of 
images_searched by said searching instruction in an order according to said plurality of 
levels of importance of the keywords keyword and said levdof accordance. 

16-17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Currently amended) A storage medium according to any of claims claim 1 3 through 15, 
wherein said an input instruction comprises receiving a search query inputted from a WWW 
browser of a client of an information retrieval system on the Internet, said output instruction 
outputting the said plurality of imag e data images searched by said searching instruction in a 
predetermined format, which includes HTML and XML, to said client in said order. 
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